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main watershed but were looking into the Chumbi
Valley, which is on the Indian side.
Crossing the pass made a change in climate.
They emerged from the mist and rain and were
under the clean blue sky which is one characteristic
of Tibet. And they were entering the Chumbi
Valley when it was at its best. As they rapidly
descended the zigzag path they were once again
among rhododendrons and primulas. Ncaring the
12,000 feet level, Wollaston noticed the open level
spaces were carpeted with a dark purple and yellow
primula (P. gammiena), a delicate little yellow flower
(Lloydia tibetica) and many saxifrages, while the
steep hill-sides were ablaze with the flowers of the
large rhododendrons (R. thomsoni, R. falconcri
R. aucklandi) and the smaller campylocarpum, in
great variety of colour. The descent continued
through woods of pines, oaks and walnuts. And
lower down were a fine white clematis, a pink and
white spiraea, a yellow berberis and white roses,
while a dark purple iris grew in profusion.
Yatung, where there is a British Trade Agent
and a guard of twenty-five Indian troops, was
reached on the same day. It lies at a height of
9400 feet. Apples and pears do well there.
Wheat and potatoes are grown in great quantities.
And in May the air was scented by the wild roses
which grow in large bushes covered with hundreds
of cream-coloured blossoms.
On May 27th the Expedition began its ascent
of the main Chumbi Valley towards Phari and the